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LAUNCHING OF THE INCLUSION PORTAL BY THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR DEMOCRACY AND ELECTORAL ASSISTANCE (INTERNATIONAL IDEA) 
13 MARCH 2023, 13:00-14:30 PM EST
UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS, CONFERENCE ROOM A, CONFERENCE BUILDING, NEW YORK

Introductory Overview     
Over the years, International IDEA has produced analytical resources on the national global, regional frameworks and situational analysis on the political and electoral participation and representation of traditionally/historically marginalised and underrepresented people/persons. The Institute now aims to expand the accessibility and use of these resources by creating the Inclusion Portal.  
The Inclusion Portal will be an online one-stop repository and hub of global information that solely presents the provisions in national frameworks-constitutions, political party and electoral laws on the inclusion of women, youth, Indigenous Peoples, people with disabilities, LGBTQI+ people. Addressing the various factors that reproduce exclusion and hinder the leave no one behind agenda is essential for democratic development.
The Portal will be a resource/tool to inspire policy makers, democracy actors and practitioners, civil society organisations (CSOs) and other non-state actors to address the challenges on inclusion in democracy. Furthermore, the Inclusion Portal will bolster International IDEA’s technical/advisory support to strengthen inclusive democracy development processes and institutions. 

The Portal features country overviews or a comparative global view of the prevalence of the stipulated provisions on political inclusion of the traditionally/historically marginalised people/persons by profiling the following information; 
· A world Map that easily allows users to select either the countries (country profiles) or specific segments of marginalised people/persons to see what provisions exist in national legal frameworks on political and electoral inclusion.
· Infographics (downloadable) on the inclusion provisions of different countries and the number of these countries with provisions on political inclusion in either the Constitutions, Electoral Laws or Political Party Laws and the related international/regional frameworks. 
· Factsheets on case stories on good practices/examples on tackling exclusion and overcoming barriers to inclusion, including experiences on reforms and policy recommendations on how to promote and protect inclusive democratic institutions and processes in different contexts. 
· Inclusion Resources.

Purpose and objectives      
The overall purpose of the event is to profile the online resource to a global audience of stakeholders with the objectives to:
· Provide accessible information on the global outlook on inclusion provisions in national legislative frameworks. 
· Strengthen the awareness of the value of inclusive democracy and the institutionalisation of inclusion in democratic processes and institutions. 

The CSW event will be conducted through a panel and plenary discussions in order to facilitate experiential sharing/exchange on challenges, lessons and good practices/examples on promoting inclusiveness of traditionally/historically marginalised segments of the populations. The panel will comprise of International IDEA partners and Member States.

Expected outcomes       
· Access to comparative knowledge on good practices and initiatives to counter exclusion and creating an enabling environment for inclusion in political and electoral processes.
· Inspire the systematic analysis of the barriers to inclusion and exploring of measures/ mechanisms that promote inclusive democracy.
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